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this name it is mentioned in the chronicles of Kashmir as
early as the beginning of the fifth century.1 It was rebuilt
by Sura, the minister of Avanti Varmma, between A. D. 854
and 883, after whom it was called Stirapura. From its
favourable position at the outlet of the Wular Lake, I think
it probable that it is one of the oldest places in Kashmir.

Kanishkapura was built by the Indo-Scythian prince
Kanishka,5 just before the beginning of the Christian era.
In the spoken dialects of India it is called Kanikhpur, which
in Kashmir has been still further corrupted to Kdmpw. It is
situated 10 miles to the south of Srinagar, on the high-road
leading to the Pir Panchal Pass, It is a small village with a
sarai for travellers, and is now generally known as Kampur
Sarai. In the large map of Kashmir by Captain Montgomerie
the name is erroneously given as Khanpoor.

Hushkapura, which was founded by the Indo-Scythian
prince Hushka, or Huvishka, the brother of Kanishka, would
appear to have been the same place as the well-known
Vardhamula, or Bardhmula, on the Behat. Abu RiMn8 calls
it "Ushkar, which is the town of BarCtmula built on both N
banks of the river." It is noted under the same name by the
Chinese pilgrim Hwen Thsang, who entered the valley from
the west by a stone gate, and halted at the monastery of
Hu.se.kiarlo, or Hushkara. The name of Bar&kmula has now
eclipsed the more ancient appellation, which, however, still
exists in the village of Uskara, 2 miles to the south-east of
the present town, and immediately under the hills. The place
has been visited, at my request, by the Rev. G. W. Cowie,
who found there a Buddhist stupa still intact. This is probably
the same monument that is recorded to have been erected by
Raja Lalit&litya4 between A. D. 723 and 760. It is again
mentioned in the native chronicle5 as the residence of the
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